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professor at the Sorbonne. But the authorities were only too
willing to entrust this master with time-filling lessons of
secondary importance.
M, and Mme Curie bent over their text-books, invented
subjects for problems, picked out experiments to make in class.
Pierre now had charge of two courses of instruction and the
experimental work of two series of students. Marie, impressed
by her first steps in French teaching, took the very greatest pains
to prepare her lectures and organise the experiments of the
S&vres girls. She renovated the methods, and developed such
original lessons that Lucien Poincar^, rector of the university,
was struck by them and congratulated the young woman.
Marie did not know how to do things by halves.
But what energy was wasted, what hours stolen from their
true work! Carrying a portfolio crammed with corrected
"home-work," Marie made the journey to Sfevres several times a
week, in a maddeningly slow tram for which she sometimes
waited half an hour at a time, standing on the pavement. Pierre
scurried from the Rue Lhomond to the Rue Cuvier, where the
P.C.N. was, and from the Rue Cuvier to the shed in the Rue
Lhomond. Hardly had he begun an experiment when he had
to leave his apparatus to go and question the beardless physicists
of the schools.
He had hoped that a laboratory would be attached to his new
post. A laboratory would have consoled him for everything.
But at the P.C.N, he was given only two tiny rooms. The dis-
appointment was so great that he overcame his horror of asking
for things and tried to get a larger place to work in* No success*
Those who have made similar demands [Marie was to write]
know the financial and administrative difficulties one runs into,
and may remember the considerable number of official letters,
visits and requests which are indispensable if one is to obtain
the'slightest advantage. Pierre Curie was extremely tired and
discouraged because of them.
The effort had an effect on the working power of the Curies